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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 
1-20 (Canceled) 

21 . (Wrthdrawn-Currently Amended) A computerized s ystem for distributing spending 
vehicles comprising: 

a tax refund payment f rom a governmental entity; 

an individual entitled to receive tax refund pavmen to t-s aid tax r e fund : 

a spending vehicle offered bv a sponsor to said individual in exchange for 
at least a portion of said tax refund payment: 

a sponsor of sa i d s ponding veh i c l e; a nd 

an assignment of tho rioht to rocoiv e at least a portion of said tax refund 
payment of said tax r e fund - f rom said individual to said sponso r in exchange for 
issuing said spending vehicle to said individual . 

wherein information associating said payment with said spending vehicle 
from said sponsor is stored in and retrieved from a computer to facilitate 
processing of said spending vehicle and s aid spending vehicle is issued from 
said sponsor to said individual in an amount based upon a valuo of said 
accignmont of pa i d right to r e c ei v e said tax refund p ayment, of s a i d tax r e fund 
said governmental entity is notified electronically to transfer said at least said 
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portion of said tax refund payment to said sponsor, and said at least said portion 
of said tax refund payment is received by said sponsor . 

22. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The system of claim 21 , wherein said-the 
amount of said spending vehicle is equal to the value of said acsignmont of co i d right to 
rooe i v e sa i d tax refund p aymen t of s aid - tax refund. 

23. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The system of claim 21 , wherein eaid^he 
amount of said spending vehicle exceeds the value of said a s s i gnm e nt of said right to 
Fe o ei v e sa i d t ax refund paymen t of said tax rofund . 

24. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The system of claim 21 , wherein eaid-the 
amount of said spending vehicle is less than the value of said acoignmont of sa i d right 
to rece i v e sa i d t ax refund paymen t of said tax r e fund . 

25. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 21 f wherein said spending vehicle is selected 
from the group consisting of a credit card, a debit card, a cash card, a checking card, a 
spending account, a checking account, an e-wallet account, a gift card, a discount card, 
a rebate, a coupon, and a voucher. 

26. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 21 , wherein said spending vehicle may be used 
in commerce at an entity selected from the group consisting of a retailer, a financial 
institution, a service provider, a wholesaler, a distributor, a manufacturer, an 
entertainment entity, a travel entity, a publisher, a governmental entity, an insurance 
institution, a brokerage institution, an online business, an automobile dealership, a 
cruise line, and a group of participating retailers. 

27. (Currently Amended) A computerized system for distributing spending vehicles 
comprising: 
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a payment due from a governmental entity; 

an assignable right to receive said payment from said governmental entity, 
said assignable right held by an individual; 

a spending vehicle offered by a third party sponsor to said individual in 
exchange for at least a portion of said individual's right to receive said payment 
due; 

an assignment of at least a portion of said individual's right to receive said 
payment to said third party sponso r in exchange for said spe nding vehicle^aM 
as s i gnment propared by ono of said third p a rty spon s or a nd a fourth party 
ass i gnm e nt faci l itator 

wherein information associating said payment with said spending vehicle 
from said third party sponsor is stored in and retrieved from a computer to 
facilitate processing of said spending vehicle and s aid spending vehicle is issued 
to said individual in an amount for spending by said individual of at l east said at 
least a portion of said payment, said governmental entity is electronically notified 
to transfer said at least a portion of said payment to ene-of-said third party 
sponsor- and said fourth party assignmont faci li tator , and said at least a portion of 
said payment is received by said third party sponsor. 
28. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended - Currently Amended) The system of claim 27, 
wherein said amount eE-satefor spending ve h ic le bv said individual i s equal to the value 
of said assignment of said right to receive said at least a portion of said payment related 
to said tax refund. 
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29. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 27, wherein said amount of sa i d j or 
spending v e h i cl e -bv said individual exceeds the value of said assignment of said right to 
receive said at least a portion of said payment. 

30. (Withdrawn - Currently Amended) The system of claim 27, wherein said amount 
of-safcHtar spending v e h i c le- bv said individual is less than the value of said assignment 
of said right to receive said at least a portion of said payment related to said tax refund. 

31 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 27, wherein information associating 
said payment with s aid spending vehicle has a financia l componontfor storing positive 
va l u e in t ho amount of said spend i ng veh i c le , and is selected from the group consisting 
of a credit card, a debit card, a cash card, a checking card, a spending account, a 
checking account, an e-wallet account, a gift card, a discount card, a rebate, a coupon, 
and a voucher. 

32. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 27, wherein said spending vehicle may be used 
in commerce at an entity selected from the group consisting of a retailer, a financial 
institution, a service provider, a wholesaler, a distributor, a manufacturer, an 
entertainment entity, a travel entity, a publisher, a governmental entity, an insurance 
institution, a brokerage institution, an online business, an automobile dealership, a 
cruise line, and a group of participating retailers. 

33. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended-Currently Amended) A computerized s ystem for 
distributing spending vehicles comprising: 

a payment from a govornmonta l a n entit y to an individual entitled to 
receive said payment: 

an individual entit l ed to reco i vo oaid poymont; 
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a spending vehicle offered bv a sponsor to said individual in exchange for 
at least a portion of said payment from said entity : 

a computer for storing information regarding said individual, said payment 
from said entity to said individual, said spending vehicle, and said spons or of said 
spending vehicle to facilitate issuing said spending vehicle to said individual and 
transferring at least a portion of said payment from said entity to s aid sponsor 
wherein said transfer is accomplished bv electronically notifying said entity to 
transfer at least of portion of said payment to said sponsor. 

a- Gponoor of paid sp e nding vohiclo; and 

an aocignmont of tho right to rooo i vo o M ooot a portion of caid paym e nt 
from said ind i vidua l to said sponso r 

whoro l n ca i d sponding vohio le is i ccuod from said spon s or to said 
i nd i v i dua l i n an amount based upon a va l uo of sa i d a s s i gnmont of said - fight to 
reoo i vo paid at l east a port i on of s a i d paymonL 

34. (Withdrawn-Currentty Amended) The system of claim 33, wherein sakskhe 
amount of said spending vehicle is equal to the value of s a i d a ss ignment of caid right to 
receive -said at least a portion of said paymen t accepted bv said sponsor in exchange 
for said spending vehicle . 

35. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The system of claim 33, wherein eatd-the 
amount of said spending vehicle exceeds the value of caid ass i g n m e nt of sa i d right to 
rec e iv e said at least a portion of said paymen t accepted bv said sponsor in exchange 
for said spending vehicle . 
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36. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The system of claim 33, wherein eate-the 
amount of said spending vehicle is less than the value of sa i d ass i gnment of oaid right 
to - r e c e iv e said at least a portion of said paymen t accepted by said sponsor in exchange 
for said spendino vehicle . 

37. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The system of claim 33, wherein said payment 
from a Qovornmont said entity is a periodic payment from said govommont entity. 

38. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The system of claim 33, wherein said payment 
from a govommont s aid e ntity is selected from the group consisting of a government 
entitlement payment a government benefit payment, a tax refund, a Social Security 
payment, a Medicare payment, a Medicaid payment, a railroad retirement annuity 
payment, a government payroll payment, and a farm program payment. 

39. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 33, wherein said spending vehicle is selected 
from the group consisting of a credit card, a debit card, a cash card, a checking card, a 
spending account, a checking account, a e-wallet account, a gift card, a discount card, a 
rebate, a coupon, and a voucher 

40. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 33, wherein said spending vehicle may be used 
in commerce at an entity selected from the group consisting of a retailer, a financial 
institution, a service provider, a wholesaler, a distributor, a manufacturer, an 
entertainment entity, a travel entity, a publisher, a governmental entity, an insurance 
institution, a brokerage institution, an online business, an automobile dealership, a 
cruise line, and a group of participating retailers. 

41 . (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) A computerized method for allocating a 
payment to a spending vehicle comprising: 
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a) creating a plurality of spending vehicles for a sponso r, said spending 
vehicles offered to individuals in exchange for at least a portion of a payment 
from a oavor: 

b) purchasing from said sponsor for a lump sum payment said plurality of 
spending vehicles; 

c) receiving from an individual a right to receive a paymen t from a payor and 
a selection of a spending vehicle from said plurality of spending vehicles ;-att4 

d) storing in a computer information regarding said sponsor of said spending 
vehicles, said individual, said payment from said payor, and said selection of said 
spending vehicle. 

e) provid i ng at loast ono of sa i d plura l ity of Goonding vohicloe issuing said 
selected spending vehicle to said individual in exchange for said right to receive 
said paymen t from said oavor 

f) notifying said payor electronically to transfer at least a portion of said 
payment to said sponsor: and 

o) transferring electronically at least a portion of said payment from said 
payor to said sponsor 

42. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 41 wherein purchasing from said sponsor for a 
lump sum payment said plurality of spending vehicles comprises purchasing said 
plurality of spending vehicles at less than the total face value of said plurality of 
spending vehicles. 

43. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The method of claim 41 wherein providing at 
l a nfit nn ft nf . fifliri plurality of spending v e hic le s i ssuino said selected spending v ehicle to 
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said Individual comprises provid i ng issuing to said individual a spending vehicle with a 
face value greater than said payment from said individual. 

44. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 41 wherein receiving from an individual a right 
to receive a payment comprises providing payment information comprising the 
individual's name and account information. 

45. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The method of claim 41 further comprising 
activating said at le a s t on e of oaid p l ura li ty of s pending vohiclos v ehicle w hen said 
payment from said individual payor is received by said sponsor . 

46- (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The method of claim 41 further comprising 
providing a time limit for using said at - toast on e of said plural i ty of s p e nding 
voh l o l o s selected spending vehicle . 

47. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 46 further comprising imposing a service 
charge if said time limit expires before said spending vehicle is used. 

48. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 41 wherein said sponsor is selected from the 
group consisting of a retailer, a manufacturer, a service provider, a financial institution, a 
wholesaler, a distributor, an entertainment entity, a travel entity, a publisher, a 
governmental entity, and an insurance institution. 

49. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 41 wherein said payment is selected from the 
group consisting of a tax refund, a social security payment, an aid to dependent children 
payment, an IRA distribution, a 401 (k) distribution, a savings plan dividend, an 
investment plan dividend, and a payroll check. 

50. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 41 wherein said at least one of said plurality of 
spending vehicles is selected from the group consisting of a credit card, a debit card, a 

Page 9 of 16 

PA<^ 9/18 t RCVD AT 3QS2005 3:20:45 PM [Ej^tern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1J1 * DNIS:8729306 ^ CaD:61479255M * DILATION Cmm-ss):0448 



Mar-28-05 03:24pm F rora-S tandl ey Law Group LLP 



6147925536 



T-497 P. 10/18 F-838 



App. No. 09/483,537 
Examiner Cam pen 
Art Unit 3624 



cash card, a checking card, a spending account, a checking account, an e-wallet 
account, a gift card, a discount card, a rebate, a coupon, and a voucher. 
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